officer of health and the failure to develop an attractive vision of nursing in the future. Telling too is the section on the rise of environmentalism and the de-regulation of personal life with the coming of the pill.
For 1974 to the 1990s the account of the main health policy drama of the 1990 reforms misses out on the crucial role of fund-holding reflecting perhaps a lack of focus of the role of primary care throughout the book. The review of new developments such as the campaign against AIDS and the contribution of the Acheson Report to reviving public health are useful. The eroding power base of medicine is well described, as are the rise in consumerism and new approaches in health promotion. The authors of this, the second volume of a biography of the distinguished Harvard physiologist Walter Cannon, take no prisoners. They begin where they left off, so anyone who has not read volume one (published by the Belknap Press in almost identical format in 1987) and knows nothing of Cannon begins in the dark. This is true in a second sense for it opens with the First World War and Cannon working on shock in his own laboratory. In 1917 after the Americans entered the war, Cannon went to France where he continued to work on the problem. Cannon considered shock was caused by acidosis, the loss of the alkaline buffering power of
